GUIDANCE DOCUMENT FOR 

USING MENTAL HEALTH RECORDS FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES

Aurora Health Care’s Research Subject Protection Program (RSPP)
The purpose of this guidance document is to outline the proper procedure for accessing mental health records for research purposes.

Records generated by a hospital unit or clinic that are designated as "certified mental health treatment facilities" by Wisconsin’s Department of Health and Family Services are governed under Wisconsin Chapter 51 as behavioral health records. 

While behavioral health-related information is included in other entities' documentation, it is not considered governed under Chapter 51. For example, an Aurora Medical Group (AMG) primary care physician may diagnose and treat depression; a SLMC history and physical performed by an internist may include a history of schizophrenia; a psychiatrist may see a patient at WAMH for a psych consult.  However, because none of the facilities in these examples are "certified mental health treatment facilities," their records are not governed by the more protective state law.

In cases where records are from a certified mental health treatment facility, the authorization to use/disclose patient information must specifically include authorization for mental health and alcohol and other drug abuse (AODA) records. All other records, with the exception of HIV test results, fall under the standard HIPAA requirements.

Below is a list of Aurora certified mental health treatment facilities as of May 2009. For further information, please contact Peg Schmid, Chief Privacy Officer, by calling 414.647.3115

	Treatment Facility
	Entity Type

	Aurora Health Center - DePere
	Clinic

	Aurora Medical Group - Waterford
	Clinic

	Aurora Behavioral Health Center – Waukesha
	Clinic

	Aurora Behavioral Health-Franklin
	Clinic

	Aurora Behavioral Health-North Shore
	Clinic

	Aurora Behavioral Health Center – Wauwatosa; Branch: Wauwatosa River Center
	Clinic

	Aurora Behavioral Health Center – Women’s Pavilion
	Clinic

	Aurora Medical Group Behavioral Health Services – Burlington
	Clinic

	Aurora Behavioral Health Center - Manitowoc
	Clinic

	Aurora Medical Group Behavioral Health Services – Kenosha
	Clinic

	Aurora Medical Group – Oshkosh; Branch: Neenah, Oshkosh, Ripon
	Clinic

	Aurora Sheboygan Clinic – Sheboygan; Branches: Plymouth, Kiel
	Clinic

	Aurora Medical Group Behavioral Health Services – Lake Geneva; Branch: Delavan, Elkhorn
	Clinic

	Aurora Behavioral Health Center – Fond du Lac
	Clinic

	Aurora Behavioral Health Center (ASMC campus)
	Clinic

	Aurora Psychiatric Hospital, Inc.
	Hospital

	Aurora Sheboygan Memorial Medical Center Inpatient Behavioral Health Unit and outpatient clinic
	Hospital/Hospital-based clinic

	Aurora Sheboygan Memorial Medical Center “The Center”; Branch: Plymouth
	Hospital/Hospital-based clinic


Aurora certified mental health treatment facilities Continued

	Treatment Facility
	Entity Type

	St. Luke's South Shore Inpatient Behavioral Health Unit and outpatient clinic
	Hospital-based clinic

	Aurora Family Service, Inc 
	Clinic


For more information please review the list of certified mental health facilities that can be found on the Wisconsin DHFS web site (http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/bqaconsumer/AODA_MH/AODAmhFacility.pdf).
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