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Aurora Graduate Medical Education Resident Biographies 

Family Medicine Residency ● First Year Residents 

 

Serena Dhaon, DO  (Suh-ree-na Doe-nn) 

• Hometown: Vernon Hills, IL 

• Undergraduate Degree: Molecular and Cellular Biology 

• Medical School: Midwestern University - Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine 

 

I chose family medicine because I love its variety and the opportunity to build long-term 

connections with patients. From managing chronic conditions to providing counseling or doing 

procedures, every day in this field looks different, and that keeps me energized. My passion for 

family medicine grew during medical school while running a free health clinic for underserved 

South Asian communities in Chicago, where I learned the power of trust, advocacy, and 

continuity in patient care. I was especially drawn to Aurora Family Medicine for its strong 

commitment to community outreach, diversity, and advocacy—values that align perfectly with 

my own experiences and professional goals. I also had a wonderful interview here and immediately felt the program’s 

sense of inclusion and family, a sentiment that has only been reaffirmed since joining! 

A fun fact about me is that I grew up classically trained in Indian dance and even earned the equivalent of a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Performing Arts before finishing high school! Outside of medicine, I enjoy choreographing, 

hanging out with friends, playing board games and video games, and watching basketball. Professionally, I hope to 

pursue a fellowship in sports medicine and continue serving diverse communities through full-scope family practice, 

with a particular focus on giving back to the South Asian community I worked with at my clinic and during rotations! 

 

 

Justin Hill, DO  (Juh-stin Hill)     

• Hometown: Elm Grove, WI 

• Undergraduate Degree: Biology 
• Medical School: Midwestern University - Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine 

 
After exploring the various specialties in medicine, I realized that I wanted the opportunity to 

build lasting relationships with my patients while serving a diverse range of populations. Family 

Medicine stood out as the perfect fit, allowing me to see a name on my schedule and already 

know their unique values and needs. This connection makes providing individualized care that 

aligns with patient preferences that much more meaningful and fulfilling. I knew I wanted to 

return home to Milwaukee for residency, and Aurora offered me the opportunity to work with a 

diverse patient population while exploring my interest in Integrative Medicine. 

Outside of healthcare, you’ll find me playing hockey, staying active, or exploring the city on my longboard. I’m also an 

avid fan of the Bucks, Brewers, and Packers and love watching them whenever I can! After residency, my goal is to 

work in the outpatient setting, focusing on expanding access to holistic healthcare in underserved areas with limited 

resources. 
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Aurora Graduate Medical Education Resident Biographies 

Family Medicine Residency ● First Year Residents 

 

Soumya Kodali, DO  (Soh-me-yah Co-dah-lee)     

• Hometown: Hartland, WI 

• Undergraduate Degree: Nutritional Biochemistry 

• Medical School: Rocky Vista University College of Osteopathic Medicine 

My interest in Family Medicine started with years of community service, something my 

family introduced me to early on. In medical school, I was drawn to Family Medicine 

because of the physicians I met along the way. They were some of the most 

knowledgeable, compassionate, and down-to-earth people I’ve worked with. I love that the 

field allows you to build long-term relationships with patients, care for people at every stage 

of life, and stay involved in community health. It’s a rewarding specialty that challenges you 

to think broadly while also giving you the freedom to find your own path. I really admire how 

family physicians balance clinical work, teaching, advocacy, and their own interests—all while staying grounded and 

living the kind of healthy, balanced life they encourage in their patients. That’s the kind of physician I hope to become. 

I had a great experience during my audition rotation at Aurora. The residents and faculty were so kind, supportive, 

and genuinely welcoming. It also feels great to be back home! I was born and raised in the Milwaukee suburbs, and 

I’ve missed being close to the community I grew up in. Outside of medicine, I enjoy spending time with family and 

friends, watching Indian movies, dancing, reading, trying out new restaurants, and treating myself to the occasional 

spa day! 
 

 

Lavanya Kolluru, MD (La-vuh-nyuh Koe-loo-rue) 

• Hometown: St. Louis, MO 

• Undergrad Degree: Biology 

• Medical School: University of Missouri - Kansas City School of Medicine 

 

I chose Family Medicine because I love the idea of being the first person my patients turn 

to—someone who really knows them, their health, and their social circumstances. I believe 

having that kind of relationship gives me a better understanding of how to care for them and 

how to help them take control of their health in a meaningful way. At the end of the day, I 

wanted to be the kind of doctor that people like my parents enjoy seeing and feel 

comfortable going to for anything. I also love how broad Family Medicine is—it keeps me 

constantly learning and growing. I was drawn to Aurora because of its strong focus on 

community-based care and its supportive faculty. Milwaukee has such a great mix of 

diversity, culture, and outdoor spaces, so I’m really excited to be here. Outside of work - I 

love to travel, paint, and create fun latte recipes. Long-term, I see myself practicing full-spectrum family medicine with 

a strong focus on behavioral health and serving underserved communities. 
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Aurora Graduate Medical Education Resident Biographies 

Family Medicine Residency ● First Year Residents 

 

Michael Kwong, MD  (My-coal Kuh-wong) 

• Hometown: South Pasadena, CA 

• Undergraduate Degree: Chemistry 

• Medical School: University of Colorado School of Medicine 
 

I chose family medicine because it allows me to build deep, lasting relationships with patients 

and support them through every stage of life. During medical school, I found the greatest 

fulfillment in moments when I could truly connect with patients and their families—listening to 

their stories, understanding their concerns, and helping them feel seen and supported. Having 

grown up on the West Coast and studied on the East Coast and in the Mountain West region, 

I’m thrilled to now train in the Midwest, specifically Milwaukee, and round out my experience of 

living in nearly every U.S. time zone (except Hawaii and Alaska). I love exploring new places and am excited to 

serve—and learn from—the diverse Milwaukee community. 

After residency, I hope to become a trusted presence in my community, providing whole-family care and supporting 

patients through both triumphs and challenges. A fun fact about me is that I’ve trained in five different martial arts! 

Outside of medicine, I stay active with pickleball, love cooking up curries and stews, and enjoy watching fantasy TV 

shows with my best friend from high school. 

 

 

Kevin Nguyen, DO  (Kev-in Win) 

• Hometown: Houston, TX 

• Undergraduate Degree: Biomedical Sciences 

• Medical School: Kansas City University College of Osteopathic Medicine 
 

I love family medicine because it allows me to build meaningful, long-term relationships with 

my patients and care for them through all stages of life. I chose the Aurora St. Luke's Family 

Medicine Residency Program because of its friendly, supportive community and strong 

emphasis on compassionate care. In my free time, I enjoy spending time with my wife, our 

two dogs, and our cat. I also love being active outdoors—whether it's running, skiing, or 

climbing. After residency, I plan to work as a primary care physician, continuing to build 

connections and support the health of my community. 
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Aurora Graduate Medical Education Resident Biographies 

Family Medicine Residency ● First Year Residents 

 

Ryne Pflieger, DO   (Rhine Flee-Ger) 

• Hometown: Windsor, CO 

• Undergraduate Degree: Pre Medical Profession / Minor: Chemistry and 
Psychology 

• Medical School: Rocky Vista University College of Osteopathic Medicine 
 

I chose Family Medicine as it is the perfect place for me to practice all my interests 

including integrative medicine, OMT, and behavioral health. I was drawn to this program as 

it provides incredible resources to support all of these areas. I enjoy caring for patients 

across all ages and have a particular passion for serving individuals with special needs. 

Outside of medicine, I stay active through hockey, golf, and jiu-jitsu and enjoy listening to music and playing guitar. 

Although I'm new to the area, I have loved exploring all that Milwaukee has to offer such as the beaches, great food, 

and vibrant city life. 

 

 

Daniel (Dan) Rafferty, DO   ( Dan Raf-er-tee)   

• Hometown: Waterloo, IA 

• Undergraduate Degree: Business Management 
• Medical School: Midwestern University Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Throughout medical school, I was drawn to family medicine due to being able to work with 

patients of all ages and the numerous areas of medicine that it covers. During my 4th year, I 

had the opportunity to rotate with the Aurora family medicine residency program where I met 

so many of the great people that make up this program and knew right away it was the place 

for me. My significant other and I love Milwaukee and are excited to call it home throughout 

residency and hopefully beyond. Outside of medicine, I love to get outdoors and stay active. 

Whether its golf, swimming, hiking, or fishing, I don't have too much trouble filling up my free 

time with hobbies. At this time, I have an interest in possibly pursuing a sports medicine 

fellowship, but there are many other areas within family medicine that interest me, so I am excited to see where my 

future career takes me! 
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Aurora Graduate Medical Education Resident Biographies 

Family Medicine Residency ● First Year Residents 

 

Jessica Sefen, MD  (Jhe-ess-ickuh Seh-Fen) 

• Hometown: Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain 

• Undergraduate Degree: Biology & Chemistry 

• Medical School: Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland - Medical University of Bahrain 
 

I chose family medicine because it gives me the privilege of treating patients across all ages, 
ethnicities, pathologies and walks of life. It's truly where I feel I can make a difference in their 
lives, whether through preventative care or caring treatment. 
I chose this program because of it's vision & mission. It values patients and residents alike, 
and has the most incredible staff, coordinators, and support system. 
My hobbies include painting, cooking and spending time with my lovely family and wonderful 
husband. 
After residency I hope to do full spectrum outpatient FM, incorporating lifestyle and integrative medicine, and go into 
academic medicine as I'm super passionate about teaching! 
 
 
 

Priya Singla, DO     (Pree-yah Singh-la)  

• Hometown: Skokie, IL 

• Undergraduate Degree: Biology and Psychology 

• Medical School: Idaho College of Osteopathic Medicine 

My interest in family medicine came into focus during medical school, especially during my 
family medicine rotation, where I saw firsthand the strong, long-term relationships 
physicians built with their patients. I was drawn to the broad scope of care, the chance to 
work with people of all ages, and the ability to pursue my interests in osteopathic 
manipulative medicine and behavioral health. I’m passionate about serving underserved 
communities and providing compassionate, comprehensive care! I was especially drawn to 
the Aurora Milwaukee Family Medicine Program for its supportive environment, strong 
sense of community, and emphasis on resident wellness. Every interaction I had with 
residents and faculty felt welcoming and genuine. Growing up near Chicago, I’ve visited Milwaukee many times and 
am excited to return to the Midwest and explore more of the city! Outside of medicine, I enjoy traveling, baking, 
dancing, and reading. 
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Aurora Graduate Medical Education Resident Biographies 

Family Medicine Residency ● First Year Residents 

 

Kimberly Watanabe, MD   ( Kim-ber-lee Wa-ta-nah-bee) 

• Hometown: Newport Beach, CA 

• Undergraduate Degree: Biology 

• Medical School: St. George's University School of Medicine 

My passion for family medicine began at a young age, having grown up in a family deeply 
rooted in health care—surrounded by physicians, pharmacists, and nurses whose 
compassion and dedication inspired me daily. I’ve always admired their work ethic and the 
impact they made, and now I’m proud to follow in my father’s footsteps as a family medicine 
physician. I am excited to join the Aurora St. Luke’s Family Medicine Residency Program 
because of its strong commitment to the underserved and its welcoming community—
values that align with my goals. My husband and I are thrilled to continue our journey in 
Milwaukee, where he is an adult neurology resident at MCW. A fun fact about me: I hold a minor degree in fine art 
with a focus in oil painting, and I love painting landscapes when time allows. In my free time, I enjoy the outdoors, 
playing pickleball, and cheering on the Wisconsin Badgers and the Green Bay Packers! After residency, I plan to 
practice full-spectrum family medicine in a clinic setting, continuing to provide compassionate, comprehensive care to 
the community. 
 
 
 

Paola Zegri, MD   (Pa-oh-la Zeh-gree)   

• Hometown: San Juan, Puerto Rico 

• Undergraduate Degree: Biology with Certificate in Secondary Education 

• Medical School: St. George's University School of Medicine 

I chose Family Medicine because I’m drawn to its strong emphasis on serving the local 
community, not only by addressing health concerns but also by considering the broader 
sociocultural factors that impact well-being. I appreciate the versatility of the field, which 
allows me to care for patients of all ages and manage a wide variety of medical conditions. I 
have a particular interest in women’s health and integrative medicine, and I envision 
opening my own clinic in a semi-rural area of Puerto Rico in the future, where I can provide 
holistic care to underserved populations. 
I was especially drawn to the Aurora program in Milwaukee because of the positive energy 
and meaningful interactions I experienced throughout the application process. I’m also 
inspired by the program’s commitment to caring for refugees and low-income communities. Additionally, I appreciate 
that Milwaukee is close to family and friends, and I enjoy the vibrant culture the city offers. Outside of medicine, I love 
attending music festivals, practicing martial arts, traveling to new destinations, and exploring different culinary 
experiences. 
Fun fact: I was a high school marine science teacher before med school, and I was able to take my students to 
scuba beginner's lessons as well as to shark dissection lab! 


